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the efforts of the Government and people for the reorganization
of industry and agriculture. On the one hand, workers and peasants
left the factories and the fields for the front; on the other, refugees
swarmed into Warsaw and Western Poland, bringing with them
pestilence and disease in epidemic form. The Budget deficiency
of about 7,000 million Polish marks in 1919 was more than seven
time as much in 1920. The international valuta or exchange
continued to fall; the mark constantly depreciated; in January
1920 the dollar (American) was worth 120 marks, whereas in
part of the preceding year it had been worth no more than 12
marks; by the end of 1920 it took 500 marks to buy a dollar.
And as the mark tumbled, the cost of living increased.
Although dearly bought, the great positive gain made by Poland
in 1920 was the early and assured fixation of her eastern frontier
by treaty with the Soviet Government; with the exception of
Upper Silesia, her whole territory had obtained practically its
boundaries.